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rated the treason of a first Minister, from the ill consequences
$t must have upon the public more than the treason of a
private person, and concluded that, the-ugh he thought this
evidence sufficient, he did not question but there would be
more to enforce it.

The question was then put, and passed also without a di-
vision.

The rest may be seen in the votes.

The House was not up before eleven of the clock at night.

(Endorsed) Debate upon bringing in the Eeport of the Se-
cret Committee, June 10, 1715.

TO TUB EABL OP STODEBLAND* S PBIVATE SECKETAEY
(ME. DELAPAYE).

SIB,                                                 June 16th, 1715.

I have just now received your letter of the 13th, and
am obliged to my Lord-Lieutenant for his kind acceptance
of the accounts which I send him from hence. I will wait
on the Duke of Argyle to-morrow in conformity with His
Excellency's directions.

The yesterday's vote relating to the Justices of Poace for
Middlesex, who are of the Secret Committee, was made with
an eye to Mr. Prior, in hopes to fetch the truth out of him;
for I hear he has hitherto been very dry in his evidence. It
was opposed at first, till my Lord Coningsby produced a
precedent from the Popish Plot, in justification of the mo-
tion which was made by Mr. Walpole.

In the Committee for supply, upon the motion to pay the
forces which were in. the Queen's service and refused to
march with the Duke of Ormond after the cessation of
arms, Mr. Shippen revived the old cant in treating them as
deserters. "Upon which Mr. Walp^ole showed, out of one of
the Lord Strafford's letters mentioned in the Eeport, that
this happy thought of turning the desertion upon the troops
in the Queen's pay was hinted to the Ministry here by that
able statesman. This gave an occasion to Mr. Shippen to
reflect upon the Beport, terming it the Infallible Book and
the Book of Martyrs, out of which the gentleman that had